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FROM MEDICAL POLICE TO SOCIAL MEDICINE. ESSAYS ON THE HISTORY OF HEALTH
CARE. By George Rosen. Science History Publications. New York, 1974. 327 pp.
$5.95
George Rosen's "From Medical Police to Social Medicine" is a collection of
essays he wrote during the past thirty years, ranging, as the title states, from
medical police to social medicine. The underlying thesis ofmany ofthe essays is that
the theories, the policies, and the practices of public health can be understood fully
only against the backdrop of the social, economic, and political characteristics of
the time and the place in which they occurred.
In his usual scholarly fashion, Rosen shows that political thinking ofthe 17th and
18th centuries conceived of the welfare of society as identical with the welfare ofthe
state. Thus, mercantilism in England and France and its German variant, the more
politically oriented cameralism, considered the enhancement of state power to be
the prime objective of social organization, the strengthening of the state to be the
goal ofsocial and economic life.
The dictum that more people meant more power was almost universally accepted.
Theoretical and practical emphasis, therefore, was on population growth-in sharp
contrast to our current emphasis on slowing down and stopping the increase of
population.
More people meant more state power, both in peace and in war. But only if the
people were healthy! It was therefore in the interest of the state to prevent disease
and heal the sick. The expression ofthis concern with health in public policy and the
arrangements for its implementation varied from one state to another with the
variations in political philosophy and governmental structure. Thus, England for a
long time sought to implement health measures through local government, private
initiative, and cooperative action, whereas the German states tended toward
centralized health policy and enforcement.
People familiar with Rosen's historical studies require no words of mine to whet
their reading appetite; others interested in the history of public health should join
them.
EDWARD M. COHART
Department ofEpidemology and Public
Health, Yale University School ofMedicine
INSTRUMENTATION IN NUCLEAR MEDICINE. Volume 2. Edited by J. Hine and J. A.
Sorenson. Academic Press, Inc., New York, 1974. XVI, 582 pp. $39.50.
In the 8 yr since the publication of Vol. 1, nuclear medicine can be said to have
come of age. Its maturity is principally due to the commercial manufacture ofmany
of the instruments that were still in the developmental stage when Vol. 1 was
published; no less than seven manufacturers ofgamma-ray scintillation counters are
listed in the Appendix ofVol. 2.
The operating characteristics of a number of representative imaging systems are
carefully reviewed in the first and third chapters. This information has rarely been
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